CHAPTER XXV1L

FATE OP THE ENEMIES OP JESU8.

ACCORDING to the calculation we adopt, the death of Jesus hap-
pened in the year 33 of our era.1 It could not, at all events, be
either before the year 29, the preaching of John and Jesus having
commenced in the year 28,2 or after the year 35, since in the year
36, and probably before the passover, Pilate and Kaiapha both lost
their offices.3 The death of Jesus appears, moreover, to have had
no connexion whatever with these two removals.4 In his retire-
ment, Pilate probably never dreamt for a moment of the forgotten
episode, which was to transmit his pitiful renown to the most
distant posterity. As to Kaiapha, he was succeeded by Jonathan,
his brother-in-law, son of the same Hanan who had played the
principal part in the trial of Jesus. The Sadducean family of
Hanan retained the pontificate a long time, and more powerful
than ever, continued to wage against the disciples and the family
of Jesus, the implacable war which they had commenced against the
Founder. Christianity, which owed to him the definitive act of its

3 The year 33 corresponds weU with one of the data of the problem, namely,
that the 14th of INTisau was a Friday If we reject the year 33, in order to find a
year which fulfils the above condition, we must at least go back to the year 20, or
go forward to the year 36.

8 Luke iii. 1.                                            3 Jos, Ant, xvm iv. 2 and 3.

4 The contrary assertion of Tertullian and Eusebius arises from a worthies*
apocryphal writing, (See Thilo, Cod. Apocr., N.T, p. 813, and following.) The sui-
cide of Pilate (Eusebius, HJB, ii. 7; Chron. ad annl. Caii) appears aUo to bd de-
rived from legendary record*.